CHRISTMAS EVE MORNING SERVICE

SMALL GROUPS
Study: “The Ten Commandments

For Today”

Hosted by Sunday Morning Small
Group
When: 9:30 am
Where: Adult Classroom

The Monitor

One service only at

A Word From Our Pastor

10:30 AM

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon
you. See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the
peoples, but the Lord rises upon you and his glory appears over you.” –
Isaiah 60:1-2

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP WITH
CHRISTMAS CAROLS

Study: “JESUS?”
Hosted by: The Late Sunday
Morning Small Group
When: Sundays at 10:45 am
Where: Adult Classroom
Leader: Gary Potter
Study: “At the End of the Day:

How Will You Be Remembered”

14-week Adult Study
Hosted by: The Tuesday Morning
Small Group
When: Tuesday’s at 10:00 am
Where: Dianne Ho-Gland’s home in
Texas City
Leader: Dianne Ho-Gland

We all have struggles, disappointments, loss, frustrations and feel
discouraged. And sometimes life feels like one big obstacle. Even though
we are in a time of celebrating a time of peace and light, the holiday
season can magnify our negative situations and emotions making us feel
worse instead of better. Right now my car is broken down in the church
parking lot and I’m wondering how I’m going to afford Christmas
presents and having it fixed. It’s just one more burden to worry about
getting done along with putting up the decorations, purchasing gifts,
planning holiday meals and attending holiday parties.

CHRISTMAS EVE
EVENING SERVICES

Wait a minute! Did you catch that? Just another burden among those
other burdens? Those aren’t supposed to be burdens! They are supposed
to be a joyful part of the celebration that Christ has come and that there
is room in our hearts and lives for him! He has brought light into our
darkness. That’s why we put lights on our trees and on our homes. So,
why do we insist on seeing only the darkness, sometimes?

5:00 pm – Family Friendly Service
With Communion & Candlelight

GriefShare Group

7:00 pm Late service

When: Thursday’s 6:00 pm
Cost: $15.00 Includes
workbook
Where: Adult Classroom
Leader: Donna Henson 409-621-6210

With Communion &Candlelight

Nursery available for both services

Pick up a list of available
ministry opportunities off
the information table.

Stewardship Report
2017 Tithe & Offerings
(funds we have collected compared to what was budgeted)

8200 25th Avenue N.
Texas City, TX 77591
409-655-5348

2017 Income
Received as of November 30th

$ 395,618.46

2017 Projected Income as of
November 30th

$ 343,336.58

Sunday Worship Services

2017 Income as of November 30th
Surplus/-Deficit

$

9:30 am—Contemporary

52,281.88

11:00 am—Traditional

Worship Attendance
Worship 11/5/17

9:30

106

Worship 11/5/17

11:00

67

Worship 11/12/17

9:30

92

Worship 11/12/17 11:00

48

Worship 11/19/17

9:30

82

Worship 11/19/17 11:00

32

Worship 11/26/17

9:30

96

Worship 11/26/17 11:00

36

December 2017

Year End Tax Deductible Contributions

Thank you all for your generosity through out
this year. To help make sure you get credit
for your gifting this year all donations must be
in by December 31 to receive tax credit for
2017. If you wish you can mail your donation
to the Church Office. Please note that the
office will be closed December 25th-31st. However, as long as
your contribution is mailed and postmarked by the 31st, you will
receive credit for 2017. You may also place your year end
donations in the offering plate on Sunday mornings.

Checkout the calendar at
www.stjohnsumctc.org
Inviting People to
Experience Amazing Love!

Find us on Facebook @
stjohnsumctexascity

The Gospel of John proclaims, “What has come into being is life, and the
life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it (1:4-5).” Did you catch that? The darkness
did not overcome it! And the darkness will never overcome the light that
shines into our hearts and lives. I pray that you seek out this light as
intentionally as the Wise Men followed the eastern star. And as it led to
the most precious gift the world has ever received, may Christ’s light lead
you to a place where our burdens are lightened and we can truly
celebrate Christ’s birth with all of our heart.
There is much to be celebrated! I hope that you will join us when you can
at some of the festivities at St. John’s. The children’s Christmas play is on
the 10th, the Christmas Cantata is on the 17th and on Christmas Eve, we
will have morning worship at 10:30, and candle light services at 5pm and
7pm. I hope these festivities and services will inspire you to rejoice in this
beautiful and powerful gift of light.
Guard your hearts from the burdens of this season! The apostle Paul
passionately calls out to us, “Wake up, O Sleeper, rise from the dead, and
Christ will shine on you.” Truly live this Christmas season! After all, that’s
why Christ came!
Grace and Peace,
Rev. Stephanie Hughes

who took 9 tags off the tree. I told her about the counselor that had asked us to help more kids. She said
get those kids. I will take them on. So this wonderful lady in our church took 23 tags off the tree! I
contacted the counselor, told her we would do it. The first family she sent me was two sisters. I cried
when I read about the family. When it asks about toy suggestions, it was left blank. But the counselor left
a note and it said that the guardian didn’t know much about the girls since she was new to taking care of
them. The girls’ parents had just gone to prison. Those two girls are going to have a tough Christmas
already. If we could just give them a little joy at this time, I’m so glad! Sometimes I question how much we
can do or even how much I can do but I am so thankful that God is on our side. He helps us and guides
us. When things seem crazy, it always works out! So we now have 117 angels that will have a better
Christmas thanks to you all!
Jessica Dean

We are still taking orders for pavers for pavers!!!
We are trying to raise about $28,000.00 to cover the cost of a new playground outside our children’s space.
In order for us to be able to expand our MDO program or even have a pre-school,
the state minimum standards require a separate playground space for smaller children.
To that end we are looking to build the new playground in the spring of 2018.
We have 140 pavers available, each paver is $225.00. Won’t you sponsor a paver today to help us meet our
goal? Please contact Ingrid Clark in the church office at 409-655-5348
or pick up an order form on Sunday to place your order today!!!

GROW
Merry Christmas! Its December and boy does it feel like December! This
cold front has come through and its chilly outside! There are some perks
to this job that I have. One of them is being able to coordinate the Angel
Tree with the local schools. This year was a little different. I miscalculated
the time frame and got to a school late. I contacted them on a Friday and
said I would need the angels in a week. The counselor was very nice but
said she doubts she could get me the 75 kids in a weeks time. I told her to get me what she could. I
showed up a week later and how many kids did she have? 110!!! 35 kids more than we usually help, 70
more presents than usual. My heart was racing. I didn’t want to turn kids away but I also knew that would
be asking a LOT from St. John’s. I talked with Stephanie and Ingrid, and they said that they knew that St.
John’s could do it! So I made the tags, read all the requests and just knew that 110 kids were going to
have happy Christmases thanks to you guys! Then earlier this week, the counselor contacted me and
asked if we could help anymore kids. She knew of three families that needed help. I told her I’d have to
talk with our Pastor and pray about that because that’s a lot! We still had 46 tags on our tree. Then
miracles happen...In less than 24 hours, 16 tags were taken. We were down to 30. I talked with someone

December is all about one thing: Christmas. We spend all month celebrating
and preparing for Christmas Day. There are numerous parties and events to
attend and many traditions to keep. I think most families probably have more
traditions in December than the rest of the year combined. Some traditions
are formal like, Christmas Eve Service at church. Others are informal but
never skipped like decorating cookies with your cousins. One of my favorite traditions growing up was
watching the movie Scrooge (1970 version: The best movie version of A Christmas Carol). All of my cousins
would go over to my grandmother’s house. We would spread blankets out on the floor and lay down in
rows to watch the movie. Even now that I am grown, it just doesn’t feel like Christmas until I have watched
“A Christmas Carol.” I still enjoy the movie “Scrooge” but the tradition has changed a little. My children and I
now kick off the season with A Muppet Christmas Carol. Sometimes traditions change but the meaning
stays the same. I was very excited this past Sunday to start a new tradition with our youth at St. John’s. We
had a grab bag gift exchange at our Christmas party and it was a blast. For me, it’s the traditions that help
make this season such a special time of year. Of course the reason for the season is Christ and there would
be no reason to celebrate without him. I wish every one of you a joyous December and a Merry Christmas!
Peace and Blessings,
Mae Diaz de Leon

Come Celebrate the Season…
You’re Invited!!!
To the Chancel Choir Cantata
& Church Christmas Lunch
Sunday, December 17th
ONE SERVICE ONLY at 10:30 AM.
The nursery will be open but there will
be no Children’s Sunday School.
The Cantata will be followed by a
Potluck Lunch 11:30 am – 12:30 pm.
Everyone please bring
a dish according to the
letter in your last name:
A-H Last Names - Meat Dish
I-Q Last Names - Salad & Dessert
R-Z Last Names - Vegetable side dish &
Dessert.

