
   The Monitor                           August 2017 

Find us on Facebook @ 

stjohnsumctexascity 

8200 25th Avenue N. 

Texas City, TX  77591 

409-655-5348 

Sunday Worship Services 

9:30 am—Contemporary  

11:00 am—Traditional 

Checkout the calendar at 

www.stjohnsumctc.org 

Inviting People to  

Experience Amazing Love! 

SMALL GROUPS 
 

Study: “The Parables For Today” 
Hosted by Sunday Morning Small 
Group 
When: 9:30 am  
Where: Adult Classroom 
 

Study: “Come As You Are Not”   
Hosted by: The Late Sunday Morning 
Small Group  
When: Sunday’s at 10:45 am  
Where: Adult Classroom  
Leader: Gary Potter   
 

Study: “All the Places to Go...How 
Will You Know?”  
10-week Adult Study   
Hosted by: The Tuesday Morning 
Small Group  
When: Tuesday’s at 10:00 am  
Where: Dianne Ho-Gland’s home in 
Texas City 
Leader: Dianne Ho-Gland 
 

New Study: “Moses”  
New Day... 
Hosted by: The Wednesday Even-
ing  Small Group  
When: Wednesday’s at 7:00 pm  
Where: Adult Classroom  
Leader: Robin Bartholomew  
 

NEW GriefShare Group 
Began Thursday, June 1st 
13 week course 
When: Thursday’s 6:00 pm  
Where: Adult Classroom  
Leader: Donna Henson  
 

Pick up a list of available  
ministry opportunities off  

the information table.  

A Word From Our Pastor 
 

We are in the home stretch of summer. This is the kind of weather when 
most of us come in from the heat, relishing the cold air conditioning. I  
remember as a child going to my Aunt Sarah’s house. She lived in a   
modest trailer home that had a window unit in the kitchen. I loved that 
window unit. I was just the right height to stand where the cold air 
would hit me right in my face. I loved the feel of that ice cold air on my 
hot pink cheeks. I’d stand there with my eyes closed as close as I could 
get before my nose touched the vents… until someone yelled at me to 
stop hogging all the air. 
 

On these hot days, I am so grateful for the breeze that blows through 
Texas City. It makes the heat just a bit more tolerable. As I look outside my 
office window, I see the wind blowing through the trees giving             
animation to their branches that continue to sway and wave. And 
though the wind cannot be seen, we see its impact on the world 
through which it moves. The trees are so very still without the wind,     
almost lifeless. But when the wind kicks up, the trees begin to dance. 
 

Throughout scripture, the Holy Spirit is compared to the wind. In a      
conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus says this about the Holy Spirit, “The 
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do 
not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone 
who is born of the Spirit (John 3:8).” As the wind animates the trees, the 
Holy Spirit brings us to life. The Holy Spirit refreshes, encourages, inspires, 
empowers and equips us in our daily lives. We are spiritually lifeless   
without the presence of the Holy Spirit penetrating our hearts and minds. 
 

The Holy Spirit is God’s presence dwelling within us. And as the Apostle 
Paul has stated, “In God we live and move and have our being (Acts 
17:28). It is the very presence of God bringing us to life. So, as we        
continue to go through these final hot days of summer, look for those 
signs of the Spirit bringing you to life. And lean into God’s refreshing 
presence like a child with a flushed face relishing the cold air blowing 
from the window unit on a hot day. 
 

Grace and Peace, 

 
Rev. Stephanie Hughes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Worship Attendance  

Worship 7/2/17        9:30 94 

Worship 7/2/17      11:00  45 

Worship 7/9/17      9:30 73 

Worship 7/9/17    11:00  56 

Worship 7/16/17      9:30 76 

Worship 7/16/17    11:00  42 

Worship 7/23/17      9:30 111 

Worship 7/23/17    11:00  45 

Worship 7/30/17      9:30 97 

Worship 7/30/17    11:00  37 

Our current balance is $20,335  
HOW CAN YOU HELP? PRAY...PLEDGE TODAY...GIVE!  

Stewardship Report 

Building Loan Update: 

2017 Tithe & Offerings 
(funds we have collected compared to what was budgeted) 

2017 Income  
Received as of July 31st 

  $ 255,047.95 

2017 Projected Income as of July 31st  
  $ 218,486.92 

2017 Income as of July 31st 
Surplus/-Deficit 

 
  $    36,561.03 

Join us on Sunday evenings as we navigate  
Financial Peace University.  

When: Sunday’s Starting September 10th    
Location: Sanctuary  Time: 5:00 pm 

Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend this class.  
The materials which include a notebook, books, CD’s and software are 
offered at a discounted rate of $93.00. Please contact David & Christie 

McKnight at christie@mcknightvideo.com for additional details. 
PLEASE NOTE: This is a FLEX class meaning you will watch one hour 

of video AT HOME, ONLINE each week prior to class.  
Classroom time each Sunday will be kept to one hour.  

Free childcare is available. 

 Trustees  Tuesday, August 15th at 6:00 PM 
 Finance  Tuesday, August 22nd at 6:00 PM 

 Ad Council  Tuesday, August 29th at 6:00 PM 



 

GROW 

What a great summer this has been!  I'm officially on vacation and boy, do 
I need a vacation!  It has been quite a busy summer!  I feel so blessed to 
love my job but everyone needs a little break, here and there!  My family is 
headed to Montana for a McConkey Family Reunion.  As a little girl, we 
always went to Montana to see my dad's family.  My grandpa and     
grandma McConkey lived in Lewistown, Montana.  The picture is my 

grandpa and grandma's back yard four years ago.  Right after Mike and I got 
married, we went and visited the family.  It was the last visit with my grandpa 
before he passed away.  Grandma McConkey lives in the house now.  Many of 
you know this but I'm going to tell you again, my grandpa was a wood     
worker.  My house is full of amazing things he has made for us.  I have a    
bookshelf, a toy box that I now store my blankets in, shelves, manger scenes 
and even a gorgeous trunk he restored.  His hard work is proudly displayed all 
over my house and I love telling people that my grandpa made that for 
me.  My grandpa is also the one who was passionate about the church, ministry and leading others to 
Christ.  My grandpa was a minister for many years!  He and my grandma moved around as he began his 
ministry in other places.  I know he was so proud of me for working in a church.  Thank you so much for 
allowing me to minister to you and your families!  I am so proud to call St. John's my home! I will see you in 
two weeks!!  
 

Jessica Dean   

 Up Coming Dates…Mark Your Calendar:   
 August 20th - 9:30 am & 11:00 am - Blessing of the Back Packs & Promotion Sunday 

 September 6th - 9:00 am - 11:00 am - MDO Meet the teacher 

 September 11th 1st day of MDO 

We need volunteers with a passion for the following ministries to lead and              
coordinate them.  We’ve identified several ministries in the community that 
could use our help in some way.  We decided to focus on 3 and offer them 
to those wishing to participate. These opportunities are available for anyone 
interested. 

 

 UFA/Susan's Market--Needs help with various duties. Can leave your name with them as someone to call 
when needs arise 409643-8240. 

 

 Elmcroft--Requests volunteers in a variety of capacities.  We are working on providing a calendar     
showing upcoming events with a sign-up sheet that will be located in St. John's lobby. In the mean time 
volunteers can contact Elmcroft directly at 409-935-6620 and ask for  

 

 Roosevelt-Wilson and LaMarque schools are requesting volunteers to serve as mentors for 1-hour each 
week.  To sign up, visit www.mentorsgc.org or call 409-763-4638. 

 
INVITE/Outreach: Community Garden Ministry 

St. John’s hosts the Texas City Community Garden located to the west of the church building. The           
vegetables we grow are given to United Faith Alliance for distribution to the folks who come to the food 
pantry for assistance.  We are very fortunate for the great volunteers that help keep the garden running. 
However we need some additional help! 
 

When: Friday mornings from 8:00-9:00 am is the regular weekly working day in the garden 
Contact:  Cindy Riddick / 409-750-3203 

We need people: 3+ for weeding (can be done anytime on any day) / 2+ for harvesting 
 

Do You Have Extra Produce? We have low-income families and elderly on fixed incomes that would 

greatly appreciate your extra produce! Just drop them by the church office by Thursday’s and the Friday           
Community Garden Crew will be glad to take them to UFA on Friday when we deliver the harvest from the 
garden. Happy Gardening and Thank you! 

INVITE 

It’s coming….that thing the kids are dreading but the parents can’t wait 
for: Back to School! Woo Hoo! No matter how you feel about it school is 
back in session this month for many of our children. Some of the youth 
are very excited about a new school year, some are nervous (and maybe 

even a little fearful), and a few are just in denial; avoiding any conversation in which the topic comes up. 
Honestly, most kids and parents have a lot of mixed emotions about the kids returning to school.  
 

Every new school year brings wonder and anticipation but some years are extra special because they mark 
important milestones in our lives. Some of our youth are entering Middle School or Junior High this year. In 
our household we are experiencing our own first this year: our oldest child is starting High School! This 
makes me feel a lot of different things but mostly it makes me feel old. No matter your feelings about it the 
first day of school is a momentous occasion.  
 

Even if back to school season does not directly affect you, please keep in mind that this time of year does 
have a huge impact on many around you: students, parents, teachers, bus drivers, crossing guards,           
administrators, and all the staff that keep our schools running. Please join me this month in praying for a 
smooth transition into a new school year and for strength and peace for everyone affected. Additionally, 
youth and parents, I would like to encourage you, if you don’t already, to include a family prayer in your 
morning ritual before school each day. My husband and I have done this with our children for a few years 
now and I feel that it has had a huge positive impact on our family.   
 

Peace and Blessings,  
Mae Diaz de Leon  

Foundry Youth Sundays 
6

th
-8

th
 grade will meet from 4:30-6:00 

9
th

-12
th

 grade will meet from 5:00-6:30 

 Up Coming Dates…Mark Your Calendar:   
 August 6th - 1:30 pm - 7:30 pm Mudfest in Friendswood 

 August 9th - 6:45 pm - 10:00 pm - Wave Pool La Port 

 Friday, August 18th 6:00 pm - Sat. August 19th 6:00 am 

End of Summer Foundry Youth Celebration & Lock-in 

Drivers & Chaperones needed!!!  

Please contact Mae to sign up to drive or help! 

Thank you to everyone that helped make our Second Annual 
Talent and Wannabe’s Show a huge success!!! We had some 
great performances! What a fun night of fellowship! A special 
“Thank you” to all our brave and talented performers, our      
illustrious MC. We hope everyone in attendance enjoyed it! 
We had 97 people in attendance and we are excited to make it 
bigger and better next year so start practicing your talent and 
join in the fun!!!   

http://www.mentorsgc.org/

